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Ethical Relativism
Ethical relativism is a theory that illustrates that morality is relative to the cultural norms of an individual. That is, if an action is good or bad, it is depended on the norms of the society in which it is practiced (Workman, 2012). The similar action may be morally right in one particular society and be morally wrong in another. According to ethical relativists, there are no universal moral standards and moral standards are judged in light of the society where they are practiced. If ethical relativism is deemed to be correct, there can be no common frameworks for solving moral disputes or reaching agreements on ethical issues among different members of society (Workman, 2012). An example of ethical relativism is whereby premarital sex is said to be morally unacceptable in most cultures across South Asia.
Ethical relativism has strengths because it is based on its more significant understanding of other cultures. Ethicists support ethical relativism because it doesn’t assimilate cultures in different ways of living. It allows a vast variety of cultures and practices within a society, therefore, allowing societal members to adapt ethically as the societal culture changes (Vaughn, 2015). Ethicists support it because it tends to promote cooperation among societal members. Societal members are able to pursue strong bonds with each other, therefore achieving more cooperation since there are no limits within the society. Ethical relativism preserves human culture within a community. According to ethicists, humanity is diverse through traditions, ideas, thoughts, and practices. There is no judgment in the creation of society. Under the theory of ethical relativism, there are no judgments since the only person that judges “you” is only “you” (Vaughn, 2015). In this case, people who disagree with others tend to set their own rules, codes, and standards of their won individualistic bubble. Therefore, rather than worrying about others, you only worry about yourself.
Also, ethical relativism has weaknesses based on who disagrees with it. Most ethicists tend to reject ethical relativism since they claim that moral practices of societies tend to differ while the moral principles that underlie those practices don’t (Pearson, 2016). For instance, in certain communities, killing someone’s parents after they got to a certain age was a widespread practice coming from the people’s belief that people were better off in an afterlife if they entered it while they were physically active. However, such practice was highly condemned in our society. We would only agree with such societies on the moral principle of taking care of parents. Ethicists tend to be against ethical relativism due to its implications for moral beliefs. Such ethicists tend to assert that if rightfulness or wrongfulness of actions is depended on the norms of the society, it indicates that an individual should obey the same norms, and diverge from the norms is an immoral act. This signifies that if a societal member believes racial practices are morally permissible, then the societal member should accept such practices as ethically right (Pearson, 2016). Such views tend to promote and enhance social conformity, thus leaving no room for moral reforms or societal improvement. Philosophers are against ethical relativism because societal members hold distinguished views on practices. The intense argument against ethical relativism comes from the people that assert that moral standards can also be used even when moral practices tend to vary among different cultures.
Ethical relativism is an inquiry into true or false through an examination of moral practices and beliefs of the society. In this case, I agree that ethical relativism justifies the moral practices and beliefs of a community (Workman, 2012). Despite it being rejected by most ethicists, it raises important issues in societies through an exploration of beliefs and values held by societies. I agree that ethical relativism allows people to consult with their societal standards. It ensures that people adapt to their beliefs and traditions in a regular basis. It forms the basis of ethical conditioning, thus preventing people from having individual perspectives (Workman, 2012). Ethical relativism encourages respect in society since it is involved in the promotion of personal definition rather than group definition. It ensures the society evolves due to its natural level of respect built into the process.
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